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���R���ª�Á�2��e�'��

The school system 

This chapter covers: 
�z�� �¼�R�2�e�µ�Á���K�2�µ�e�†�J�e�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z���e

�z�� �¼�R�2�e�Á�è�ª�2�µ�e�†�J�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o���e

�z�� School structures and groups  

�z�� How schools are funded  

�z�� What pupils are taught and how
they are assessed  

�z�� �¼�2���$�R�2��µ�e�€�e�Á�R�2�W��e�ª��†�J�2�µ�µ�W�†�z���o���e
responsibilities and standards  

�z�� Oversight in the system 

 

The stages of education 
�/�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�e�W�µ�e�$�†�x�ª�É�o�µ�†��è�e�J�†��e���o�o�e�$�R�W�o�+��2�z�e�#�2�Á�â�2�2�z�e�Á�R�2�e���K�2�µ�e

�†�J�e�+�e���z�+�e�'�,�i��

Within these stages, there are all-through schools that take  

�ª�É�ª�W�o�µ�e�J��†�x�e���K�2�e�*�e�†��e�+�e�Á�†�e�'�,�e�†��e�'�.�i�e�¼�R�2��2�e����2�e���o�µ�†�e�Á�R��2�2�~�Á�W�2����e

�µ�è�µ�Á�2�x�µ�e�É�µ�2�+�e�W�z�e�µ�†�x�2�e����2���µ�e�W�z�e�/�z�K�o���z�+�j�e�â�W�Á�R�e����µ�Á�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o���e

�‰��2�$�2�ª�Á�W�†�z�e�Á�†�e�è�2����e�)�v�*�Š�j�e�x�W�+�+�o�2�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�e�‰�è�2����e�*�v�+�e�Á�†�e�è�2����e�-�v�.�Š���e

���z�+�e�R�W�K�R�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�e�‰�è�2����e�.�v�/�e�Á�†�e�è�2����e�'�)�Š�i��

�¼�R�2�e�2����o�è�e�è�2����µ�e�J�†�É�z�+���Á�W�†�z�e�µ�Á���K�2��
�/����o�è�e�è�2����µ�e�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�e�$���Á�2��µ�e�J�†��e�$�R�W�o�+��2�z�e���K�2�+�e�)�e�Á�†�e�+�e�è�2����µ�i��

�¤��†�á�W�+�2��µ�e�†�J�e�2����o�è�e�è�2����µ�e�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�e�W�z�$�o�É�+�2�e�µ�Á���Á�2�e�‰�o�†�$���o�e

���É�Á�R�†��W�Á�è�Š�e�z�É��µ�2��è�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�µ�j�e�z�É��µ�2��è�e�$�o���µ�µ�2�µ�j�e��2�$�2�ª�Á�W�†�z�e

�$�o���µ�µ�2�µ�e�â�W�Á�R�W�z�e�ª��W�x����è�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�µ�e���z�+�e�µ�2�Á�Á�W�z�K�µ�e�†�É�Á�µ�W�+�2�e�Á�R�2�e

�µ�Á���Á�2�e�µ�2�$�Á�†��i��

Primary 
�¤��W�x����è�e�$���Á�2��µ�e�J�†��e�$�R�W�o�+��2�z�e���K�2�+�e�+�e�Á�†�e�'�'�j�e�+�W�á�W�+�2�+�e�W�z�Á�†�e

�µ�$�R�†�†�o�e�è�2����µ�e��2�$�2�ª�Á�W�†�z�e�Á�†�e�è�2����e�,�e���z�+�e�W�z�$�o�É�+�W�z�K�e�ª��W�x����è�e

���z�+�e�µ�2�ª������Á�2�e�W�z�J���z�Á�e���z�+�e�i�É�z�W�†��e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�µ�i��

Secondary 
�¯�2�$�†�z�+����è�e�$���Á�2��µ�e�J�†��e�ª�É�ª�W�o�µ�e���K�2�+�e�'�'�e�Á�†�e�'�,�j�e�+�W�á�W�+�2�+�e�W�z�Á�†�e

�µ�$�R�†�†�o�e�è�2����µ�e�-�e�Á�†�e�'�'�e���z�+�e�É�ª�e�Á�†�e�è�2����e�'�)�e�W�J�e�Á�R�2�e�µ�$�R�†�†�o�e�R���µ�e���e

�µ�W�ç�Á�R�e�J�†��x�i�e�¼�R�2��2�e����2�e���o�µ�†�e�µ�W�ç�Á�R�e�J�†��x�e�$�†�o�o�2�K�2�µ�e�i�É�µ�Á�e�J�†��e�è�2����e 

�'�(�e���z�+�e�'�)�e�ª�É�ª�W�o�µ�i��

Post-16 
�¤�†�µ�Á�~�'�,�e�$�†�á�2��µ�e�J�É��Á�R�2��e���z�+�e�R�W�K�R�2��e�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�i�e�¤�†�µ�Á�~�'�,�e

�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�e�W�µ�e�z�†�Á�e�$�†�x�ª�É�o�µ�†��è�l�e�R�†�â�2�á�2��j�e�è�†�É�z�K�e�ª�2�†�ª�o�2�e�x�É�µ�Á�e

�µ�Á���è�e�W�z�e�µ�†�x�2�e�Á�è�ª�2�e�†�J�e�2�+�É�$���Á�W�†�z�e�†��e�Á����W�z�W�z�K�e�É�z�Á�W�o�e�Á�R�2�e���K�2�e�†�J�e

�'�.�i�e�Ü�†��l�e���z�+�e�µ�Á�É�+�è�e�$���z�e�#�2�e�$�†�x�#�W�z�2�+�i��
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Types of state school 





  

 ���N���¤�¼�/�§�e�'��

How state schools are funded 




